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POPULARITY OF HARTLAND SPORTS FIGURINES GROWS

   Sports and non-sports figurines are very popular collectibles. The statues are now
manufactured by many companies such as Gartlan, Salvino, McFarlane, Romito Enterprises, and
Starting Lineup.

   However, the company that really put figurines on the map was Hartland. Many collectors
now between the ages of 45 and 55 either owned Hartland statues or knew of them. The popularity of
the Hartland figures continues to rise.

   Following is a little bit of the Company's history:

   Hartland Plastics of Hartland, Wisconsin first produced a series of baseball, football, and
Western statues.

  What really elevated Hartland Plastics to prominence was the baseball set it issued from
1958-1962. Being from Wisconsin, Hartland took advantage of the popularity of the champion
Milwaukee Braves baseball team. The original baseball set consisted of nine players each from the
American and National Leagues, as well a batboy and a minor leaguer. These sold for $1.99.

 All the players were current players, except for Babe Ruth, and included three Milwaukee
Braves. The original players were: Hank Aaron, Luis Aparicio, Ernie Banks, Yogi Berra, Rocky
Colavito, Don Drysdale, Nelson Fox, Dick Groat, Harmon Killebrew, Mickey Mantle, Roger Maris,
Eddie Mathews, Willie Mays, Stan Musial, Babe Ruth, Duke Snider, Warren Spahn, and Ted
Williams.

               Because not as many statues of Rocky Colavito, and especially of Dick Groat, were made,
they are the most valuable, along with Mickey Mantle.

   Along with the statue was a box with the player's name, and a tag (in the case of Roger
Maris there is no tag). Depending on their condition, most of the statues are now worth about $300.
Groat, Colavito and Mantle are worth quite a bit more. Having a box and/or tag will of course,
increase the value.

   A 25th anniversary set was issued in the late 1980's and early 1990's of the original figures.
However, the values of those statues are only a fraction of the original statues.

   Hartland figurines are very realistic, which has always appealed to collectors. The player's
faces and their stances are extremely lifelike.

   From 1959-1963 Hartland issued a football series. The original Hartland footballer was a
promotion at a Louisiana State University game. The likeness of the figure was presumably of star
running back Billy Cannon.

              The football series eventually wound up being a lineman and a running back for each of the



14 teams that were then part of the National Football League, plus a lineman and running back for
LSU, and statues of a couple of professional stars at that time, Jon Arnett and Johnny Unitas. The
most valuable pieces are the ones depicting the LSU players.

 

EMAILS:

QUESTION #1: I have a Sandy Koufax game-used Dodger jersey from 1965, one of his very best
pitching years. It is not signed, but I am sure it is worth a lot. In today's economy, what is the
approximate value of this jersey?

ANSWER: Items such as your jersey hold their value. The jersey is worth a minimum of $50,000.

QUESTION #2: I have a photo signed by Muhammad Ali when he knocked down Sonny Liston.
Even though it is only signed by Ali, what is its value?

ANSWER: Approximately $300-400.

 

 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS:

Easy: What three major league baseball teams have retired Nolan Ryan's number?

Moderate: Who was the last New York Mets to throw a no hitter?

Difficult: Who was the only player in baseball history to have struck out four times in an All-Star
game?

 

 

TRIVIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE JUNE NEWSLETTER:

Easy: Which baseball superstar is part of the official MLB logo?

                Mickey Mantle

Moderate: Which MLB player was the 3000th strikeout victim of both Nolan Ryan and Bob Gibson?

                Cesar Geronimo

 

Difficult: Prior to the 2009 NFL season, which franchise has the highest regular season winning
percentage in history?

Miami Dolphins     .58232



Dallas Cowboys    .57723

Chicago Bears      .57667


